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Schedule:  
 
9:00 AM Christine Mallinson (University of Maryland, Baltimore County), Mike Cahill (SIL  

International): Introduction 
9:15 AM Elaine J. Francis (Purdue University), Savithry Namboodiripad (University of 

Michigan): Teaching ethics in the experimental linguistics curriculum 
9:30 AM Jorge Emilio Rosés Labrada (University of Alberta): Teaching ethics in the  

language documentation curriculum 
9:45 AM Emily M. Bender (University of Washington), Xanda Schofield (Harvey Mudd 

College): Teaching Ethics in the NLP Curriculum 
10:00 AM Christine Mallinson (University of Maryland, Baltimore County):  

Discussion/Q &A  
 

In 2019, the Linguistic Society of America issued a revised statement on research ethics in 
linguistics, put forward by the LSA Ethics Committee (LSA 2019). Given that the LSA Ethics 
Statement is meant to serve as a starting point for further conversation and critique, this panel aims 
to foster increased discussion of ethics within the discipline, centered on the topic of teaching 
about ethics in linguistic courses. 

  
Ethical topics are continually under discussion by scholars and practitioners, and best practices are 
ever-evolving: they are specific to various populations, communities, and data types; to various 
subfields of linguistic study; and to different stages of research, from planning through completion, 
which may not be finite, as data, results, and write-ups can live in perpetuity online and in other 
accessible formats. Because questions surrounding research ethics are variable and often case-
/situation-specific, it is critical for all linguists to receive training in research ethics—particularly 



students, who are in a formative stage of their careers. By understanding ethical issues, learning 
ethical principles, and considering carefully what ethical models we adhere to, students can learn 
to identify potential ethical pitfalls in advance, make good decisions, and follow ethical practices 
throughout their research and thereby be prepared to interact ethically with a diverse array of 
participants, communities, institutions, stakeholders, and other constituencies.  
  
In this panel, members of the LSA Ethics Committee and other aligned LSA committees will 
discuss how they have taught about ethical issues in their courses. The panel will begin with a 
discussion of the LSA Revised Ethics Statement and its potential for serving as a teaching resource. 
Then, panelists will focus on important subfields—experimental linguistics, language 
documentation, and natural language processing—identifying key ethical concerns and discussing 
how to incorporate these topics into linguistic curricula. Following the individual papers with 
perspectives about teaching ethics for the above subfields, a discussion period will allow audience 
members to engage in Q&A with presenters. After the conference, a recording of the session plus 
any pedagogical/curricular materials from presenters will be made available on the LSA Ethics 
Committee’s blog space for open access by LSA members.    
 
Abstracts: 
 
Christine Mallinson (University of Maryland, Baltimore County) 
Mike Cahill (SIL International) 
Introduction: Teaching ethics across the linguistics curriculum  
 
The first presentation will provide a brief introduction to the LSA Revised Ethics Statement. 
Central components of the Revised Statement will be reviewed, focusing on specific changes made 
from the 2009 to the 2019 version and why these areas are of importance to the broader linguistics 
community. Key concepts related to ethics that are represented in the ethics statement and that 
have strong potential for inclusion across the linguistics curriculum will also be identified, 
including informed consent, confidentiality, and authorship and publication. The presentation will 
then go over the specific subfields that subsequent presenters will cover and will consider the broad 
ethical factors that are common to these specific areas. Short case studies will be highlighted to 
demonstrate how ethics overlaps with, but is not coextensive with, specifics of informed consent, 
IRB/REB approvals, and intellectual property. Finally, a preview of the remainder of the session 
will be given.  
 
Elaine J. Francis (Purdue University) 
Savithry Namboodiripad (University of Michigan) 
Teaching ethics in the experimental linguistics curriculum 
 
When teaching experimental methods in (psycho)linguistics, we ask students to think expansively 
about what inclusion, access, and humane treatment can look like for the communities within 
which we work, our research collaborators, and our field as a whole. For working with research 
participants and communities, we first ask whether doing an experiment is ethical in the first place. 
When an experiment is justified, we discuss how to develop culturally appropriate tasks, and how 
to include language communities which have been systematically excluded from experimental 
studies (Anand, Chung, & Wagers 2011; Sedarous & Namboodiripad 2020). For working with lab 



members and language consultants, we discuss how to ensure sound scientific practice while 
fostering an inclusive and supportive environment. We present one technique we have used for 
teaching this topic: a role playing exercise in which students respond to ethical dilemmas from the 
perspective of a PI, graduate student, or undergraduate student. 
 
Jorge Emilio Rosés Labrada (University of Alberta) 
Teaching ethics in the language documentation curriculum  

This presentation offers some concrete examples of how to incorporate ethics into the language 
documentation curriculum. The teaching approach—and associated learning activities—proposed 
here takes into account three important contextual factors: 1) content, 2) venue, and 3) audience. 
Regarding content, I make recommendations on possible readings for classroom discussion and 
consider several different activities depending on the topic the instructor would like to discuss (e.g. 
intellectual property). With respect to venue and audience, I focus on the main venues for such 
training inside and outside our classrooms and offer some considerations for tailoring the training 
to a specific audience (e.g. undergrad students). Thus, this presentation has the potential to foster 
discussion of how we can best train our students and collaborators in the myriad ethics issues that 
inevitably arise when working in language documentation projects.   
 
Emily M. Bender (University of Washington) 
Xanda Schonfield (Harvey Mudd College) 
Teaching ethics in the NLP curriculum 
 
Natural Language Processing leverages tools from computer science to approach questions of 
language. However, these approaches often are structured around the search for an optimal solution 
for a mathematical problem. The mismatch between the abstract world of computational models 
and the realities of language use results in language technology that can reproduce and even 
amplify systems of power and marginalization at an increasingly global scale. We report on several 
hands-on exercises we have developed for NLP classes to focus discussions of issues of bias, dual 
use, and privacy, designed to provide students with analytical tools for engaging with the broader 
human context of the technology they build. We report on how these exercises were refined for 
different classroom contexts through our presentation of them in an interactive tutorial at ACL 
2020 entitled “Integrating Ethics into the NLP Curriculum.” 
 

Christine Mallinson (University of Maryland, Baltimore County) 
Discussion and Q&A  
 
At the end of the session, the moderator will invite audience members to engage in discussion and 
Q&A with presenters. Presenters will also speak to how the concepts and curricular interventions 
presented during the panel can be adapted or extended to different institutional and pedagogical 
contexts. In keeping with the ethical responsibility of widely sharing scholarly information, the 
organizer will make every effort to record this session and host it online. The recording, as well as 
other collected pedagogical materials provided by presenters (such as syllabi, lesson plans, or other 
practical, curated content), will then be made available on the LSA Ethics Committee’s blog space 
for open access by LSA members.    
 


