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Linguistics as a discipline, particularly among institutions that grant PhDs in linguistics, has an inclusion challenge that verges on 
being Anti-Black. Anti-Blackness in linguistics often materializes as conversations of intellectual fit of what a department does and 
doesn’t do. Such arguments are rarely expanded to address how they exclude the intellectual interests and values of Black scholars 
from engaging with Linguistics Departments and how they exclude Black scholars who are interested in such questions from 
positions in departments that grant PhDs in Linguistics. To address the challenge in theory, linguistics urgently needs 
interdisciplinarily-informed theoretical engagement with race and racism; particularly Blackness and Anti-Blackness. The work 
must incorporate the perspectives of linguistic researchers of different methodological approaches and racial backgrounds and must 
also draw on theories of race in neighboring fields. To address the challenge in action, we need to reach out to Black students and 
scholars to make connections with linguistics that value their intellectual and professional interests. The Talking College Project is 
a Black student and Black studies centered way of learning more about the linguistic choices of Black students while empowering 
them to be proud of their cultural and linguistic heritage. We value the perspectives of undergraduates from a range of disciplinary 
backgrounds as researchers and we have a special focus on students at institutions, particularly Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities that do not offer linguistics as a major. One key question of The Talking College Project is: how does the acquisition 
of different varieties of Black language and culture overlap with identity development, particularly intersectional racial identity 
development? To answer this question, we conducted over 50 interviews with Black students at several Minority-Serving 
Institutions, Historically Black College, and Predominantly White Universities. Based on information collected from the interviews, 
it is evident that Black students often face linguistic bias and may need additional support and guidance as they navigate the 
linguistic terrain of higher education. I present themes and examples from the interviews that illustrate the linguistic pathways that 
students choose, largely without sociolinguistic knowledge that could help guide their decisions. These findings serve to help us 
create a model of assessment for what linguistic information Black students need in order to be successful in higher education and 
how faculty can help to establish opportunities for students to access content about language, culture, and education within the 
college curriculum. I address the work we need to do as educators and linguists to provide more Black college students with 
information that both empowers them raciolinguistically AND respects their developing identity choices. In this way, our 
engagement with race in linguistics will be both innovative and authentic in a way that truly honors the children of the 9th Ward, 
Circa 2005.  
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