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At the signing ceremony for a defense spending bill on August 5, 2004, George W. Bush said: 

Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop 

thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we.1 

What I found most interesting about this event was a website (which no longer seems to be available) 
where, within a few hours, people had posted hundreds of messages about the president’s speech. Some 
of the posters tried to offer a grammatical analysis of the utterance. 

LIBERALS DON'T UNDERSTAND ENGLISH! 
by: boeribrothers  08/05/04 06:22 pm 
Msg: 625 of 752  

It's very entertaining to me... the people who are saying that Bush is stupid really 
should take look at their grasp of the English language. If you diagram the sentence, 
Bush said what he meant to say.  

This is what he said: "Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. 
They never stop thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and 
neither do we." 

The sentence has two prepositional phrases in it. "about new ways" and " to harm our 
country". Prepositional phrases can never be the subject of a sentence. If you have a 
hard time determining what is a prepositional phrase and what is not, remove it from 
the sentence and see if the sentence still make sense. 

If you remove the prepositional phrases from the sentence it says "They never stop 
thinking and neither do we." This is what he meant and you all who are saying he is 
an idiot should revaluate your own grammar. 
 

Re: LIBERALS DON'T UNDERSTAND ENGLISH! 
by: leftist1234  08/05/04 06:48 pm 
Msg: 656 of 753  

The prepositional phrases are modifiers and they are implied, you idiot. 

Your task is to write a paragraph (around 75-200 words should do it) in which you try to critique these 
arguments by “boeribrothers” and “leftist1234”.  

• Which of their statements about grammar are right, and which are wrong?  
• To what extent do their observations about grammar support the arguments they want to make?  
• Do either of these writers explain satisfactorily the structure and meaning of the president’s 

utterance? 

These are difficult questions. If, after making an honest effort, you can’t express exactly what doesn’t 
work in the two writers’ arguments, write your paragraph about your thought process on this issue, 
demonstrating your understanding of the structures we’ve worked on so far that are relevant to this case. 

                                                
1 Of course, other statements in that speech make his point clear:  

We must never stop thinking about how best to defend our country. We must always be forward-thinking. 


