
LSA112 Introduction to Syntax: Homework 1
Due June 27, 2019 before class

Ida Toivonen

Please feel free to discuss the readings and the problems with others (including me), but write up
the final version of your homework yourself. Remember to put your name on your homework.
You should be able to submit your homework electronically on Orbund. I haven’t used Orbund
before and I don’t know exactly how it will work, so you can also email me the homework:
ida.toivonen@carleton.ca is my address. If you don’t want to submit it electronically, you can
also give me a paper copy at the beginning of class on Thursday June 27.

Task 1. Multiple choice questions

1. Which of the following examples is syntactically well-formed even though it makes no sense
semantically?

(a) Furiously sleep ideas green colorless.

(b) Colorless green ideas sleep furiously.

(c) Miranda liked the cookies.

(d) Claudia liking cookies the.

2. Which of the following statements exemplifies prescriptive linguistics?

(a) It is incorrect to use double negatives.

(b) Some speakers use double negatives.

(c) I don’t use no double negatives.

(d) Negatives are positives.

3. What is the subject of the sentence “Two lazy pilots took a stroll along the river”?

(a) two lazy pilots

(b) took a stroll

(c) pilots

(d) the river

4. In which of the following sentences is love used as a noun?

(a) They all love poetry.

(b) I miss the music and the love.

(c) Why do people not love this song?

(d) He wanted everybody to love the new album.
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Task 2.

(a) Label all the words in sentences (1–5) according to their syntactic category (part of speech;
noun, verb, adjective, etc).

(b) Label the the bracketed phrases in sentences (1–5) according to their grammatical function
(subject, object, or adjunct/adverbial).

Example: [John] laughed. (a) John: noun laughed: verb
(b) [John]: subject

(1) [The sweet man with striped pants] pushed [that cart] [slowly].

(2) [Mary] received [a package] from an obscure company.

(3) [Carlos] saw [those birds] [in the park].

(4) [Farrah] broke [the piano].

(5) [The piano] broke.

• Don’t write an answer to this question, just think about it:
What grammatical function do you think from an obscure company in (2) has?

This first assignment is supposed to be pretty simple. If you find it difficult, you are probably
overthinking it. However, feel free to contact me for help.
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