
[PROMPT	SET	3]	 1 
 

Linguistic Institute 2017 Introduction to Semantics Ladusaw 
 

 Responses to your selection from these prompts are due by Wednesday, July 26. 
 
The following questions all draw on English examples. Please feel free to do a version of any of these 
based upon examples drawn from your native language. 
 
 
I.  Predicate-Argument analysis using thematic role types 
 
A. Analyze the following sentences in terms of predicate and argument structure. Propose a classification 
of the various arguments you identify in terms of their participant role type. 
 

1. Sue mailed the package to Marvin. 
2. That book arrived in the mail this morning. 
3. Jo cut the chicken up with a cleaver. 
4. Sam sold Louis his car for $500. 

 
B. Propose a translation of these sentences into a formal language like L1. What sorts of questions arise as 
you consider how to translate the argument phrases. What sorts of considerations entered into your 
decision on how many arguments to give to the predicate. 
 
II. First Order quantifier operators 
 
A. Following the pattern provided in the notes for class 5, propose a translation for sentence (a) and a 
template translation for not every as a determiner: 
 

(a) Not every dog chased Puff. 
 
B. What is the passive form of sentence (a)? Comment on the distribution of not every as a determiner, as 
illustrated below. 
 

(b) *Puff was chased by not every dog. 
(c) *Not Puff was chased by every dog. 
(d) ??Fido chased not every cat. 

 
 
III. Scope construals 
 
A. Assume the following template translation for the determiner two:   
 

(2v:RESTRICTION)[SCOPE]  
 

A formula formed from this will true if and only if the intersection of the restriction with the scope set 
contains at least two elements. 
 
Use the translation procedure described in the notes to provide translations illustrating the 6 possible 
construals of the sentence: 
 

A teacher read every student two books. 
 
B. For each construal, describe a situation that makes it true. 
 


