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LING 356 

PIDGIN AND CREOLE LANGUAGES:  

A LINGUISTIC, HISTORICAL AND COGNITIVE PERSPECTIVE 

 

Professor: Marlyse Baptista  

Lecture: Tuesdays & Fridays 9:35AM to 11:00AM 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Fridays 11AM-Noon 

E-mail: baptistm@umich.edu 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

One of the most compelling questions in the field of pidgins and creoles consists in 

identifying the linguistic sources and cognitive forces that shape a given creole: why does a 

particular creole look and sound the way it does? Where do its linguistic properties come 

from? What are the original populations and languages that contributed to its genesis? The 

investigation of such questions hopes to shed light on how the mind pulls together linguistic 

materials from distinct sources to form a creole, and to reveal the nature of the cognitive 

processes involved in creole formation. Recent developments in language contact studies 

combined with the findings in other disciplines like developmental psychology, history, 

modeling and human genetics (population genetics in Africa) are contributing to a better 

understanding of how creole languages emerge and develop. Topics in this course will 

include: 

1. Socio-historical contexts of creole genesis and ways a distinct history of population 

contact results in distinct structural outcomes. 

2. Identification of the cognitive processes (relating to both L1 and L2 acquisition) that 

contributed to the emergence of specific features. 

3. Examination of morpho-syntactic properties and their development over time.  

4. Exploring distinct approaches to the investigation of creole languages: Using agent-

based models of language emergence and using human genetics to unveil populations' 

origins in former colonies. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 Overview of theories of creole genesis 

 Overview of cognitive processes involved in creole formation (L1 and L2) 

 Overview of distinct methods of investigation of language emergence 

 

 COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

1 short (group) paper                          40% (3-5 pages) 

500-word proposal              20%  

Class presentation   20% 

Class attendance    20% 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 Readings are being kept to a minimum to suit the format of the LSA Summer Institute 

and the readings listed for a given day will be covered in class on that day.  On most 

days, two readings will be listed but you will only be expected to read the starred 

reading.  The unstarred readings are relevant to the topic covered but are only 

recommended. 
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 In the spirit of the Institute, a big part of this course is to attend class and to engage 

with the materials we cover in class.  The final project will consist of a group paper (3 

students) that you will be encouraged to work on through the Institute.  You could for 

instance critically evaluate a language contact hypothesis (among those we will 

examine in class) or analyze data sets of a creole language by using the various tools 

that you will learn in other courses, as the Institute proceeds.  The final paper (3 to 5 

pages single-spaced) should report on your collective findings or lenses on the topic.  

This final group project should put you in a position of thinking deeply about a topic, 

and to apply the knowledge you acquired in this and other courses.  The ultimate goal 

is to attain substantive results or novel insights while working with students from 

other institutions. 

An alternative for those of you who prefer to work alone is to write a short squib 

(1500-2000 words) that displays your ability to define a problem for future research in 

the context of class materials. 

 

 A 500-word proposal highlighting the main foci of the final project will be due at the 

end the second week of the Institute.  

 

 Final projects will be presented on the last day of class using power point slides.  

Timeline of each presentation to be announced (based on number of participants). 

 

 Papers will be due on July 19 and you will be expected to hand in a hard copy by the 

end of class.  No extension will be granted, as I will post final grades on July 21.   

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance is mandatory. 

Changes to syllabus: The syllabus has been drafted in such a way as to allow students’ 

interests to be explored and discussed.  Hence, the syllabus is tentative and subject to change.  

Students are responsible for all changes in the syllabus which are announced in class, whether 

or not they are in class on the day of the announcement.    

 

COURSE  MATERIALS 

All readings will be posted on Orbund. 

 

     COURSE OUTLINE 
 

WEEK 1 COURSE INTRODUCTION AND THEORIES OF CREOLE GENESIS   

June 25  *Velupillai, Viveka (2015a). “Theories on the formation processes of pidgins.” 

PC&ML 133-148. 

Lefebvre, Claire (2000). “What do creole studies have to offer to mainstream 

linguistics?” Journal of Pidgin and Creole Languages 15:1. 127-153. 

 

June 28 *Velupillai, Viveka (2015b). “Theories on the formation processes of creoles.” 

PC&ML 170-191. 

Thomason, Sarah (2002).  “Which route(s) to creole genesis?” JPCL. 17:2. 

265-271. 
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WEEK 2 COGNITIVE PROCESSES AND CREOLE MORPHO-SYNTACTIC 

PROPERTIES  

  Exceptionalist vs. non-exceptionalist views 

July 2 *Mufwene, Salikoko (2008).  Language Evolution: Contact, Competition and 

Change. Chapter 8 “Transfer and the substrate hypothesis in Creolistics”.   

 

July 5 *Aboh, Enoch (2016).  Creole distinctiveness: a dead end. 

 Bakker, Pieter (2016). You got Gungbe but we got the numbers. 

 500-word proposal due today 

 

WEEK 3 COGNITIVE PROCESSES  

July 9 *Aboh and DeGraff (2017) A null theory of creole formation based on 

Universal Grammar 

 

July 12 *Sánchez, Liliana (2008).  "Bilingual grammars and creoles: Similarities 

between functional convergence and morphological elaboration." In L2 

Acquisition and Creole Genesis: Dialogues. Lefebvre and White (eds.).John 

Benjamins. 

 

WEEK 4        INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES OF CREOLE LANGUAGES 

July 16  Baptista, Marlyse, Verdu, Paul and Rosenberg, Noah (2011). “Reconstructing 

the history of Cape Verdean Creole varieties: On the nature of linguistic 

variation and the genetic origins of the founding populations” (powerpoint) 

 

 *Baptista, Marlyse, Ken Kollman, Jinho Baik and Alton Worthington 

(submitted) 

 Dynamic Processes of Creole Genesis [with reference to Ducoeurjoly (1802)] 

 

July 19           CLASS PRESENTATIONS  

  Course wrap-up and group/individual presentations 

  A hard copy of the short paper is due by the end of class 

  A digital copy must be submitted by email on the same day  

       

   

 


