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Homework 3 
Handed out: Thursday 26 July, just 
Due back: Monday 31 July before class 
 
This second-last homework is a simple one. Much less trouble than homework 2. Really. Your 
task is to examine the language you have adopted in terms of how unusual it is, and where its 
typological friends are. Two ways to do this; do both. 
 

1. In prose, describe (at least) one unusual phonological and (at least) one unusual 
morphosyntactic feature of the language, 
or 
(at least) one very widespread phonological and (at least) one very widespread 
morphosyntactic feature of the language. 

2. With maps, see how you effectively isolate your language, typologically, with a small (4-
6?) number of features. Do this twice, once for phonology and once for morphosyntax. 
(See the next page for an example of what I’m talking about.) Discuss the distribution of 
the small set of languages you find. 

 
Submit your final work via email to the address above in a pdf file named according to the 
following conventions: [your name]_LSA2017_Typology_hw1.pdf 
 
We’ll discuss the work on Monday. As always. 
  



Example of how to do part 2. 
 
English 
1. Phonology 

 
 

This map shows the location of 
languages that share these five 
traits: 1, four supralaryngeal 
plosive series; 2, a two-way 
manner contrast in the plosives; 3, 
no tone; 4, up to three consonants 
in the syllable onset; 5, up to three 
consonants in the syllable coda. 

 
2. Morphosyntax 

 

This map shows the distribution of 
languages which have the 
following features: 1, SVO order; 
2, case used with core arguments; 
3, agreement on the verb; 4, 
passive voice; 5, causatives. 

Phonologically English is part of a very restricted group of languages found on the north-western 
coast of Eurasia. The phonological typology of this part of the world (found in Germanic and 
Balto-Slavic languages) is not replicated anywhere else. 
 
Morphosyntactically English is not (based on these five features) so easily isolated, though the 
constellation of features is only present at a high frequency in north-west Eurasia. While English 
was in the middle of the phonological area it is in, it is at the edge of the morphosyntactic region. 
 
English appears to be phonologically very rare, but morphosyntactically is not so atypical (in 
terms of these five features). (I also tried morphosyntax with some other feature combinations, 
and while I could reduce the number of languages with that feature set to a smaller group, they 
remained geographically widely dispersed.) 
 
 


