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High-level overview. 
This course is a graduate-level and graduate-paced introduction to phonology, phonological 
analysis, and phonological theory. Given our graduate program’s orientation toward greater 
integration of theoretical, empirical, and experimental work, we will attempt to sharpen our focus 
on the kinds of assumptions and evidence that have led to what phonologists consider more or 
less established results in the field, as well as on the kinds of assumptions and evidence that lead 
others to question and reconsider results, ‘established’ or otherwise. 

The phonology of a language is the set of its systematic sound patterns. The immediate aim 
of a phonological analysis is to provide an accurate and adequate description either of a subset of 
the phonology of a particular language or of a set of related sound patterns in multiple languages. 
The relative accuracy and adequacy of a phonological analysis can be used as a measure of 
evidence for or against the assumptions of a particular phonological theory, the ultimate aim of 
which is to provide a framework of theoretical assumptions that best explain the systematic 
sound patterns of all languages. What counts as a measure of the ‘best explanation’ is a matter of 
metatheoretical signficance that we will also sometimes broach in this course. 
Curriculum-level overview. 
This is the first of two courses in the graduate phonology sequence (LIGN 211A-B). The focus 
this quarter is on the comparison between different ways to characterize the inner workings of 
phonological processes and their interactions. Our guiding questions will be: what kinds of 
processes and interactions exist, and what mechanisms should be posited to account for them? 
 Our focus will be on two approaches to processes and their interactions, one involving 
ordered rules (achieving input-output mappings via stepwise serial derivation) and the other 
involving ranked constraints (achieving input-output mappings via parallel output candidate 
comparison). We will also touch on variations on these approaches (mixed rule and constraint or 
mixed parallel and serial frameworks, unordered rules, weighted constraints…), as well as on 
different representational assumptions that one can make within each approach. 
 We will also work on general reading, writing, and analysis skills in this course, to (better) 
understand and evaluate research in the field and to make your own contribution to it. Although 
the focus here will (naturally) be on phonology, these skills should carry over — mutatis 
mutandis — to other subfields of linguistics, to other academic fields, to life in general… 

Day-by-day plan. 
The plan for each class period will be free and open to questions and discussion. Participation in 
these discussions is not optional! Ask questions and make comments if and when you have them. 
I will have a plan for material to be addressed, but there will be flexibility built into that plan and 
I expect to deviate from it at least every once in a while. In general, the discussion should be 
guided by your interests, not by some plan that I might have for getting through some material. 
Assessment. 
Final grades will be determined based upon an assessment of your class participation and 
discussion and your performance on reading questions, problem set write-ups, and a term paper. 
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Readings and reading quesions. 
The locus classicus of the ordered rule approach is Chomsky & Halle’s The Sound Pattern of 
English (Harper & Row, 1968), while that of the ranked constraint approach is Prince & 
Smolensky’s Optimality Theory: Constraint Interaction in Generative Grammar (Rutgers Center 
for Cognitive Science Technical Report TR-2, 1993; Rutgers Optimality Archive #537, 2002; 
Blackwell Publishing, 2004). We will read selections from these and/or from more textbook-ish 
treatises such as Kenstowicz & Kisseberth’s Generative Phonology: Description and Theory 
(Academic Press, 1979), Kager’s Optimality Theory (Cambridge UP, 1999), McCarthy’s A 
Thematic Guide to Optimality Theory (Cambridge UP, 2002), and McCarthy’s Doing Optimality 
Theory (Blackwell, 2008). We will also read a classic article or two along the way. It’ll be fun. 
 Short sets of study questions will accompany some of the readings, thoughtful but concise 
answers to which are to be turned in (via email) before the class session when each reading is 
scheduled to be discussed. The study questions will be designed to draw your attention to key 
points of the readings, and to focus the discussion of the readings in class. 

Problem sets. 
In order to learn phonological analysis and to understand and appreciate the aims of phonological 
theory, we will work on phonological problem sets: specifically organized and packaged sets of 
phonological data from some languages that exhibit some systematic patterns. In general, you 
will be asked to identify the relevant patterns, to describe them, and to provide and argue for and 
against particular analyses and theoretical explanations of them. You can expect to work on 
problem sets during class and for homework, and that they will vary in length and difficulty. 

You can work with anyone on figuring out solutions to any of these problem sets, so long as 
an explicit indication of this is made on the written assignments — i.e., you should write the 
name(s) of the person(s) you worked with on the first page of every written assignment (or 
explicitly indicate that you worked alone if that is the case). The task of writing itself, however, 
must be performed separately, even if you worked with someone else on figuring out a solution. 
 I strongly recommend that you meet with your classmates regularly to discuss the course 
material. First-year grads: I recommend that you set up one evening a week to meet and work on 
LIGN 211A and one evening a week for LIGN 221A. Others: I recommend that you join them. 
Term paper. 
Your final project for this course will be a squib-length (8- to 12-page) term paper. Links to 
explicit term paper instructions (with some suggestions) and models are available on the class 
website. There are also links to a couple of exercises to complete along the way: a bibliographic 
exercise (due by 5pm on Friday, October 26) and a primary-vs.-secondary sources exercise (due 
by 5pm on Friday, November 9). I will remind you of these deadlines as they loom large, but you 
each need to take personal responsibility for anticipating and achieving these milestones along 
the way. Basically, you should start thinking about this paper and working on it early (like, now). 
 Each of you should make a brief appointment with me for sometime around the end of Week 
5 (late October) to discuss your term paper and anything else you wish to discuss about the 
course, no matter how much progress you’ve made on it. When we meet, we will make another 
brief appointment for sometime during Week 8 (mid November) to discuss your progress at that 
point. An abstract of your paper is due before class on Monday of Week 10, December 3. We 
will convene one last time during final exam week (Thursday, December 13, 9–11am) for brief 
presentations of your work. The paper itself is due by 5pm on Friday, December 14. 


