
113 Introduction to Semantics  

Syllabus 
_________________________________________________________ 

Instructor:                  J. Michael Terry 

 

Class Meets: Tu/F:    1:05pm-2:30pm, Olson 267 

Website: As with the other Institute courses, we will be using the  

                                        Orbund system to maintain our schedule, and distribute 

                                        handouts and assignments. Please check the site regularly 

                                        for updates and announcements.  

 

     Office Hours:              W: 3:00pm – 4:00pm, Olson 105 

_________________________________________________________ 

Territory acknowledgmenti 

We should take a moment to acknowledge the land on which we are gathered for the LSA 

Summer Institute. For thousands of years, this land has been the home of Patwin people, 

including the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation today. The Patwin people have remained 

committed to the stewardship of this land over many centuries. It has been cherished and 

protected, as elders have instructed the young through generations. We are honored and 

grateful to be gathered here today on their traditional lands. 

 

I.   Lecture Notes 

This course will be driven by in-class lecture notes and handouts. There is no textbook 

and there will be very little reading outside of the handouts, which I will expect you to 

study. I believe the best way to learn about semantics is to “do semantics”. Each class 

period we will work through one or two handouts that will lead us to problems that we 

will try to address with the semantic theory that we construct. The handouts we will be 

using are modifications of handouts that I have inherited and from Angelika Kratzer 

and handouts that I have developed for use in this and other classes. They are for 

your personal use in this class. Please do not distribute them via social media or in 

any other way. These lecture notes will be updated from time to time to reflect your 

questions and comments. 

II. Course requirements and policies 

Final grades: Final grades for the course will be calculated as follows: 

                              Class participation   25% 

                                         Homework assignments   75% 

_____ 

 

 Total: 100% 

  



 

Attendance and class participation: I expect students to attend class and to 

complete the assigned homework on time. Multiple absences will make it difficult 

for you to keep up the course material, and excessive absences will have an 

adverse effect on your grade (unless they are due to illness or other excusable 

absence, in which case it is your responsibility to provide documentation for the 

reason). It is the responsibility of any student who has missed class to collect any 

missed material or notes from me or from other members of the class. 

Homework assignments:  There will be 5 homework assignments you will need to 

complete in this course. Homework is an important way for you to learn the course 

material. Homework papers may be handwritten or typed, but they should be legible 

and well organized. At times you may also be asked to submit homework in the form 

of commuter assessments given on Orbund. 

Late assignment policy: As a general rule no late homework assignments will be 

accepted for credit. However, exceptions may be made in the following 

circumstances:  

(i) With advance permission (before the due date), extensions may be 

granted on a case-by-case basis.  

(ii) If a serious illness or other emergency unexpectedly causes a student to 

be away from campus on the day that an assignment is due, or the day of 

an exam.  

III. Structure of the Course  

1. Using the tools of set theory to understand how meaning composition works  

a. Meanings as set-theoretic entities.  

b. A fast introduction to naïve set theory.  

Goals: To prepare for formal semantics. To become comfortable with formal 

definitions, and practice formal skills. 

2. Developing a compositional theory of meaning (formal semantics)  

a. The meaning of names  

b. The meaning of verbs, nouns, adjectives, and prepositions  

c. The meaning of quantifiers  

d. Variables  

e. Surface Structure and Logical Form 

 

Goals: To acquire hands-on practice in the development of a formal theory.    

To understand and solve a problem that scholars struggled with for more 

than 2000 years until it was finally solved at the end of the 19th century by 

the logicians Frege, Russell, and Whitehead. To understand how a more 

abstract view of an everyday phenomenon may help explain the properties 



of that phenomenon. To acquire analytic skills relating to matters of 

interpretation. To become really fussy about what words mean. 

 

i  This acknowledgment was prepared in consultation with local Indigenous communities and is the 
recommended and preferred statement to read at the LSA Institute. We acknowledge and thank the Patwin 
People, whose stories, traditions and spiritualities were tied to this land, for allowing us to live and breathe 
on their lands. The 2019 LSA Institute recognizes that raising awareness is just the first step to inspire people 
to think about the impacts of our actions, what they have become for us to be here, and how we could learn 
from them. We also realize that honoring the truth fosters a sense of responsibility for all of us to learn more 
about the people whose lands we live on, wherever we come from. The Institute is committed to creating a 
warm and respectful learning environment, acceptive of diversity, and inclusive of Indigenous ways of 
knowing and being. 

                                            


