An Open Letter to Utah’s Congressional Leaders
Senator Orrin Hatch
Senator Mike Lee

Representative Rob Bishop
Representative Jason Chaffetz

Representative Mia Love
Representative Chris Stewart

Dear Representatives and Senators:
We are concerned about recent trade and immigration executive orders and their potential impact on Utah’s economy. We know you are
concerned about jobs in Utah and hope that you would do everything in your power to avoid a national policy that hurts our economy.
As our elected representatives in Congress, we ask that you work with your colleagues to mitigate any possible negative consequences
of these actions.
Utah’s economy is among the strongest in the nation, in large part because of free trade. In 2015, Utah exported $13.3 billion worth of
goods, a 9 percent increase from the previous year. We rank 4th in the nation for export growth and nearly one in four Utah jobs are
supported by international business. Over 3,500 companies export from Utah and 85 percent of those companies are small businesses.
Trade opens our landlocked state to millions of new customers and opportunities that would not be available in a closed economy.
This is especially true in rural Utah where tourism and access to international markets are critical for economic vitality. We recognize the
challenges faced by those who lose their jobs through the disruption and displacement that accompanies economic growth. But we
support the Utah model of retraining people for growth industries, not retreating from global economic opportunities.
In addition to trade, immigration plays an important role in our state’s economic success. We support balanced and nondiscriminatory
immigration policies that provide access to the best possible workforce. Immigrants contribute their skills to help Utah businesses grow
and bolster our economic strength. This is true for both high-skilled jobs and hourly employees. We recognize the role that immigrants
play as workers and taxpayers and reaffirm Utah's global reputation as a welcoming and business-friendly state. The way we treat
immigrants will say more about us as a free society and less about our immigrant neighbors. These sentiments are echoed in The Utah
Compact, a document that business, religious and community leaders developed in 2010 that still forms the basis for Utah’s approach to
immigration reform.
We are concerned that executive orders signed by President Trump could limit Utah's ability to succeed in the global marketplace. The
way these decisions have been communicated is not constructive to building the U.S. brand and fostering a positive economic climate.
We look to you, our representatives, to help find tangible, productive and prompt solutions. We cannot delay and we cannot continue on
the present course as reported throughout the media. Any insights that you may have that differ from the reported actions would be
most helpful.
Utah’s congressional delegation has always worked to protect market opportunities for Utah businesses and advance immigration
reform that supports our growing economy. We ask that you continue to lead on these issues.
Utah is best served by a free-market philosophy that maximizes individual freedom and opportunity. We must continue to foster
conservative business principles that favor competition and free enterprise. We urge you to work with the new Trump administration and
your colleagues in Congress to support reasonable trade deals and balanced immigration policies that will continue to help Utah
companies succeed.
Sincerely,
Lane Beattie

President and CEO
Salt Lake Chamber

Derek Miller

President and CEO
World Trade Center Utah

