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Dawn Dekle, JD, PhD 

President 

American University of Nigeria 

98 Lamido Zubairu Way 

Yola Township Bypass 

PMB 2250, Yola 

Adamawa State, Nigeria 

 

  

Dear President Dekle: 

 

We write this letter to offer our assistance, if needed, in addressing the language needs of students 

attending the American University of Nigeria (AUN). In particular, we would like to offer any assistance 

that could help better serve the linguistic needs of the young women recently freed from captivity by 

Boko Haram. It’s through an article recently published in the New York Times that we first became 

acquainted with AUN’s accompaniment of these women post-captivity: 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/04/11/world/africa/nigeria-boko-haram-girls.html. 

 

As stated in the article, “At the university, the women are instructed to speak only English, a language 

most of them struggle with (they grew up speaking Hausa and local languages). Other than a few staff 

members posted to their dorm, most of the people in charge of the women can’t communicate with them 

in their own languages — including the women’s psychologist, their teachers and the director, Mr. Braggs. 

A handful of the women speak English well. Some are using kindergarten-level phonics books. Yet most 

of the women’s counseling sessions are carried out in English, raising questions about the depth of their 

therapy.” 

 

We do realize that this article may not offer a complete or accurate portrayal of the former captives’ 

situation at AUN. But, to the extent that we can be helpful in addressing the linguistic challenges alleged 

in the article, we offer our assistance. 

 

By way of background, when representatives of the Linguistic Society of America (LSA) first learned of 

this matter, we contacted linguistic experts within our membership who either reside in Nigeria or who 

study the languages of Nigeria. As a result of that initial outreach, the organizations and individuals listed 

below are eager to offer their support in addressing the language needs of the young women attending 

AUN. As you may know, a vast body of linguistic and educational research has demonstrated that 

students learn best when taught in their native or home languages. Moreover, years of social science 

research have shown that health care services and clinical therapy are most effective when delivered in 



the recipient’s native language or whatever other language is spoken most fluently by the patients—

typically this is the language spoken at home or in the local community. We realize that there may be 

limited resources available at AUN to ensure that these students can participate in courses and other 

programs that are offered in these languages that they are most fluent lin. We thus offer our help as a 

resource in this area. 

 

Please let us know how we can best be of service to AUN and the young women recovering from their 

captivity there. We stand ready to assist. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  
Alyson Reed, Executive Director, Linguistic Society of America 

 
Michel DeGraff, Professor of Linguistics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and LSA Representative 

to the Science and Human Rights Coalition, AAAS 

 
Mr. Ojebode, Ayokunmi O.  

Lecturer  

English Department 

Redeemer's University 

Ede, Osun State 

 

 
Idowu Odebode, PhD 

Associate Professor of English Language 

Redeemer’s University 

Ede, Nigeria  

 

Mary Paster 

Associate Professor and Chair 

Linguistics and Cognitive Science 

Pomona College 

 

Mr. Oluwole Sanni 

Department of English 

Obafemi Awolowo University 

Nigeria 


