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As a first timer at the Linguistic 

Society of America annual conference and an 

undergraduate student, I was definitely 

excited but also a little nervous about 

attending the event. There were others from 

my university attending the conference, but I 

used the opportunity to get out of my comfort 

zone and connect with other linguists outside 

of my school. 

 
Dominique with Molly Diesing and Koichi 
Mizuguchi 

 I found it very valuable to talk with 

professors and professionals in the field who 

shared their research with me and also gave 

me a chance to share my research with them. 

It was encouraging to have such 

accomplished linguists give me advice and 

guidance in my own research.  

 
Dominique with John Rickford 

 

 

Additionally, I had a great time (and 

took a lot of notes) at the individual sessions. 

I found them very interesting and extremely 

valuable to my own work. There were several 

sessions that were particularly interesting to 

me. The first session I attended dealt with 

language attitudes and stigmatized dialects. 

 That was my first real exposure to the 

topic and I am really excited to look into that 

further during this upcoming semester at 

school. I was also very intrigued by Dr. 

Rickford and Sharese King’s session about 

Rachel Jeantel’s testimony in the Trayvon 

Martin case. It was great to meet and talk 

with the two of them as well.  

 
Brittany Dael McLaughlin, John Rickford, and 
Sharese King, another CEDL Travel awardee 

 

If I could give advice to another 

young scholar who may be thinking about 

attending the LSA conference, I would tell 

them to go and to not be intimidated.  

Before the conference, I was afraid 

that I would be surrounded by smart people 

who talked about complicated, abstract 

linguistic ideas, and I would just be smiling 

and nodding my head because I could not 

understand any of it. But that was not the case 

at all.     

I felt like I found my niche where I 

was able to listen, comprehend, and 

contribute to the conversations around me. 

Gaining that confidence was probably one of 

the most valuable aspects of the conference 

for me and I am so thankful for having had 

the opportunity to attend it! 
 



  



   

 

 

 


