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I want to thank the Committee for 

Ethnic Diversity in Linguistics (CEDL) for 

affording me the opportunity to attend LSA 

2014 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  I 

thoroughly enjoyed my time there – although 

it was colder than any climate I have ever 

experienced before!  It was quite the 

experience, academically, socially, and 

environmentally. 
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While my initial reason for attending 

LSA this year was to present my poster on 

quantifier expression in American Sign 

language, I was very excited to have been 

awarded the CEDL travel grant for two 

reasons:  first, because it absolutely helped 

me afford the travel costs associated with the 

conference, but second, and more 

importantly, it introduced me to the 

wonderful team of scholars involved with 

CEDL and has inspired me to join the 

committee and lend my own strengths to the 

mission of CEDL.   The initial CEDL 

meeting on Saturday morning was daunting – 

I wasn’t too sure what to expect, but it turned 

out to be a fantastic experience, if short.  I 

hope that the CEDL could host more events 

during conferences in the future. 
 

My Saturday morning poster 

presentation went exceptionally well; as an 

interdisciplinary scholar working between 

Developmental Psychology and Linguistics, I 

was nervous about presenting semantics data 

to “real” linguists, but I really had nothing to 

worry about.  It turns out, at least when it 

comes to my own research, that I know what 

I’m talking about (for the most part).  I got 

some great attendance from scholars 

representing quantifier semantics and those 

interested in sign language research.   

 
Deanne in front of her Poster at the LSA 

It was a great mix of attendees, and I got 

great questions which both mirrored my own 

questions about where to take my project next 

and which encouraged me to think about my 

data in new ways.   

      I have to say that my courage in 

presenting interdisciplinary work was 

encouraged by Dr. Susan Goldin-Meadow’s 

invited plenary address Friday afternoon.  To 

see that sign language research and research 

that is as interdisciplinary as hers is 

warranted an invited plenary was inspiring.  

Many of the populations she has worked 

with, I have as well, which is exciting to see. 

  



Of note, some of these experiences 

include:  the symposium on diversity in 

Linguistics on Sunday morning; nightly 

dinners with friends and colleagues; visiting 

the frozen Mississippi river via the Skyway;  

and taking the light rail down to the Mall of 

America after the conference.  
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In sum, the conference was a rousing 

experience, which certainly battled the cold 

seeping in from the outside.  I experienced a 

balance of wonderful social and academic 

events, many of which I am still digesting.   

Thank you, again for this opportunity.   

 

 

 


