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I am pleased to present to the Society this report on the LSA’s business activities during 2012. 
 
 
Budget and Finance 
 
LSA’s financial position continues to be strong.  For the Fiscal Year 2012, which ended on September 30, 
2012, our operating budget projected a small surplus of under $1,000, because of the one-time major 
expense of designing and erecting the new LSA website.  As it turned out, even with payments for the 
website coming to nearly $100,000, the actual surplus for the fiscal year was just under $60,000.  This 
puts us in good condition going forward to meet the new expenses associated with ongoing 
maintenance and upgrading of the website, and the transition to a new, expanded program of digital 
publications.  Our current operating budget, for Fiscal Year 2013, which includes some of those 
expenses, projects a surplus of about $70,000.   
 
The Society’s investment portfolio also performed well during the year, which was generally a strong 
year for the stock market.  The total value of the portfolio as of September 30, 2012, was $1,011,933, an 
increase of 11.54% over the value of $907,235 on the same date in 2011.  Since 2012 was not an 
Institute year, there were no significant withdrawals from the accounts over the past year. 
 
LSA’s budget documents and financial statements are available for inspection by any member.  If you 
wish to see them, contact the Secretariat. 
 
 
Membership 
 
In last year’s report I had to inform you of a significant decline in regular memberships, along with some 
immediate steps the Secretariat was taking to address the problem.  The Secretariat’s efforts have 
borne some fruit, in that the number of regular memberships has stayed essentially stable over the past 
year, with 1865 members as of November 16, 2012, compared to 1880 a year ago.  Student 
memberships have fallen from 1361 to 1200, but this is normal in non-Institute years.  Emeritus, 
honorary, and life memberships are all essentially at the same level, so the drop in student 
memberships led to an overall decline in individual memberships from 3935 to 3766, a loss of 4.3%.   
 
With the Secretariat’s continued efforts at member retention and renewal, our new enhanced website, 
and our expanded digital publications program, we hope in the coming years to see LSA individual 
memberships start to grow again. 
 
Institutional subscriptions to print Language continue to decline significantly, from 1177 to 1040 over 
the past year.  At the same time, our income from our online partners, Project MUSE and JSTOR, has 
continued to increase well beyond annual projections.  This reflects the major shift in academic culture 
generally from print to digital media.  We are optimistic that our newly expanded portfolio of online 
journals will lead to a growing presence in the world of scholarly digital publications, which may in turn 
generate increased income to the Society. 
 



Election Results 
 
On-line voting was open to all LSA members from September 1 to November 3, 2012.  The votes cast 
resulted in the election of Joan Maling, National Science Foundation, as Vice-President/President-Elect; 
Patrick Farrell, University of California at Davis, for a five-year term as Secretary-Treasurer; and Ellen 
Broselow, State University of New York at Stony Brook and Colin Phillips, University of Maryland, as 
members at large of the Executive Committee for three-year terms, all terms beginning January 2013. 
 
 
In Memoriam 
 
I regret to report the deaths of the following LSA members: 
 
Henry Honken 
Aleksandr Evgenevich Kibrik 
Bhadriraju Krishnamurti 
Manfred Mayrhofer 
Robert Stockwell 
Maner Thorpe 
Walburga von Raffler-Engel 
Friedrich Francis Weingartner 
 
 
Appreciation 
 
This is my final report to you as Secretary-Treasurer.  It has been an eventful five years in the LSA, and it 
has been my privilege and my pleasure to be a part of it.  The many people who have contributed their 
time, effort, resources, and intelligence toward helping the Society thrive are too numerous to name 
individually in this brief report, but all have my deep appreciation. 
 
I do, however, have to remind you how lucky we are to have the staff that keeps the Secretariat, and the 
LSA, humming.  Alyson Reed, David Robinson, and Rita Lewis devote their considerable skills and 
impressive energy to making our Society one that meets the needs and merits the praises of our 
members, and of the public at large as well.   
 
It is also important to mention the dedicated service and collegiality of the officers and Executive 
Committee members who commit their time and expertise to sustaining and improving the LSA. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the membership of the LSA for electing me to the position of Secretary-
Treasurer.  It has been a highlight of my professional career, and leaves me with satisfaction and a 
multitude of happy memories. 
 
 


