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July 30, 2014 

The Honorable Jon Tester 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Tester: 
 
On behalf of the Committee on Endangered Languages and their Preservation (CELP) of the Linguistic Society of 
America (LSA), I commend you for your leadership in co-sponsoring two very important proposed pieces of 
legislation—S. 1948, the “Native Language Immersion Student Achievement Act” and S. 2299, the “Native 
American Languages Reauthorization Act of 2014”.  We see these bills as an important step forward in support of 
Native American languages, the communities who carry them, and the youth who will benefit directly from this 
legislation. We would like to play an active role in their promotion. 
 
We understand these languages to be of vital importance to the well-being of the Native communities who have 
held them for generations. We know that the languages represent a key aspect of identity as a means for 
maintaining and transmitting culture and tradition to future generations. Linking these bills to improving academic 
achievement for American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian children is truly visionary in acknowledging 
those connections.  
 
Also, by amending the Native American Programs Act to include provisions for the survival and continued vitality of 
these languages, we can take the necessary steps to preserve this crucial part of our shared history and heritage. 
 
The interest in and support of this legislation by LSA-CELP is unequivocal, as we recognize both the timeliness and 
the urgent need for action in light of the fact that fully half of the indigenous languages of the United States are in 
imminent danger of being lost to posterity. With more than ninety percent of these languages facing extinction by 
the end of this century, bringing this legislation to the floor for a vote is a high priority.  
 
We hereby offer whatever help we can to make that happen. We would be pleased to meet with you or members 
of your staff to discuss legislative strategy, plans for enlisting additional co-sponsors, the prospects for passage in 
this Congress, and other relevant details of an advocacy campaign on behalf of these bills. I have copied the LSA’s 
Director of Communications, Brice Russ, on this letter. Please respond to us both if you’d like to arrange for a 
meeting with your staff. 
 
Thank you again for your visionary leadership. I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Tim Thornes, Chair 
Committee on Endangered Languages and their Preservation 
 
 
CC: Brice Russ, Director of Communications 


