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Introduction 

• Language: the mainstay of the LSA’s 
publications 

• relatively unchanged throughout its nearly 
ninety years of existence  

• especially within the academic lifetime of 
most current LSA members 



Stability in: 

• contents (articles, book reviews, lists of books 
Received) 

• frequency (4 issues per year) 
• look (the layout of the pages, the lettering) 
• even its cover  

 



Vol. 1 front matter, 1925 



Vol. 53 front cover, 1977 
 



Vol. 88 front cover (text), 2012 



Recent Change 

• the naming of an Executive Editor to support 
the Editor 

• shift to an electronic version of Language with 
new sections of the journal (Historical Syntax, 
Language and Public Policy, Perspectives, 
Phonological Analysis, Teaching Linguistics) 
 



A closer look  

• history of LSA publications 
• reveals an ongoing interplay of stability and 

change 
• current changes simply the most recent 

chapter in the story 



Two areas of investigation 

• the history of the leadership of the 
publications 

• the publications themselves 



George M. Bolling (1925-1939) Bernard Bloch (1940-1966) William Bright (1966-1987) 

Leadership 

• seven Editors of Language over 90-year 
history 
 



Sarah G. Thomason (1988-1994) 

Mark Aronoff (1995-2001) 

Brian D. Joseph (2002-2008) 

Gregory N. Carlson (2009-…) 



Leadership 

• But more to journal’s governance over the 
years 
– EARLY DAYS: founding of the journal and into Bloch’s 

term; some features continue into (but not 
through) Bright’s term 

– TRANSITIONAL PERIOD: part of Bloch’s term and into 
Bright’s term 

– MODERN ERA:  part way through Bright’s term 
(1977) to the present aday 



Early Days 

• Journal run by a Committee on Publications (CoP) 
• first LSA Constitution (from Lg 1.1.24–25, 1925) : 
  
‘Article V. Publications 
  
1.  The Committee on Publications shall have charge of all 

publications of the Society, and shall have power to order 
their publication upon certification of the Treasurer that 
sufficient money is available.’ 



Early Days 

• Proceedings of LSA’s first business meeting 
(Lg. 1.1.8–13, 1925):  

  
 ‘It was moved by Professor [Franklin] Edgerton that the 

Society should undertake a regular independent publication, 
either quarterly or annually, as might seem best. After 
discussion, the motion was carried.’ (11)  
 

 Committee on Nominations proposed Bolling, Edward Sapir, 
and Aurelio Espinosa as members of CoP. 



Early Days 

 ‘With the approval of the Executive Committee, the Secretary 
drew lots to determine the terms of office, and assigned the 
Chairmanship for 1925 to the one who drew the three year 
term. This resulted in the following arrangement: 

 Term expiring 1927: Professor Bolling, Chairman for 1925. 
 Term expiring 1926, Dr. Sapir. 
 Term expiring 1925: Professor Espinosa.’   
 (Lg. 1.1.11–12, 1925) 



Early Days 

• On the identification of AN editor 
 
 First LSA Constitution (from Lg 1.1.24–25, 1925): 
  
 ‘Article III. Officers  
 ... 
 3.  There shall be a Committee on Publications, which shall 

consist of four members of the Society. One of these, to be 
designated Chairman of the Committee and Editor of the 
Publications of the Society, shall be elected annually by the 
Society.’ 



Early Days 
• On the identification of AN editor 
 
 1926  ‘Committee on Publications: 
 Editor and Chairman:  Professor George Melville Bolling, Ohio 

State University, Columbus, Ohio 
 To serve through 1926: Professor Samuel Moore 
 To serve through 1927: Professor Daniel 
 To serve through 1928:  Professor Aurelio M. Espinosa’ 
  
• Apparent official clarification of Bolling’s role as editor 

between first and second year of Language 
• Also a correction regarding the number of members on 

the committee (was supposed to be 4 all along) 



Vol. 2 front matter, 1926 (updated CoP) 



Early Days 

• Some stirrings of change: 1938 LSA meeting, report 
of Exec. Comm. deals with proposed amendments to 
the Constitution re (among other things) size of CoP 

• Exec. Comm. sets up Committee to consider issues  



Transitional Period 

• Bloch as Editor 
• Role of the CoP clarified by Bloch in 1945 Editor’s 

report:  
 ‘The function of this Committee, as I understand it, is to act as 

an advisory board … I have asked the [CoP] to decide, from 
time to time, what course I should follow in accepting or 
declining a particular contribution—especially if the author 
has expressed himself as dissatisfied with a previous decision. 
But though a number of articles and reviews have thus been 
submitted to the Committee for an opinion, I have considered 
its chief function to be that of an advisory board on matters of 
policy …’ 



Transitional Period 

• Slight change in 1948 Editor’s report:  
 ‘By vote of the [CoP], I have been authorized to delegate a 

small part of my editorial responsibilities to Robert A. Hall, Jr., 
a member of this Committee. Mr. Hall has generously 
undertaken to prepare for the press all book-length 
publications of the Society…, thus relieving me of an onerous 
and time-consuming labor. He acts in this matter as my 
deputy; and his actions, by mutual understanding, are subject 
to my approval as the Society’s Editor’ (Lg. 24., Bulletin No. 
21, pg. 14) 



Transitional Period 

• Changes with Bright, 1967: 
 Exec. Comm. report on summer meeting in 1967: the EC 

‘Discussed at length the membership of the Publications 
Committee, in view of the Editor’s wish to make that 
committee a more active body in editing the journal. As a 
result the Committee voted to present an amendment to the 
Society … [that] would provide for the election of two 
members of the Publications Committee, rather than one, 
each year; all members would serve for three years’ (Lg. 44.2, 
Bulletin No. 41, 1968, pg. 18); amendment to Constitution 
passes at December LSA meeting. 



Modern Era 

• 1977 (Lg 53): Bright begins practice of clearly 
differentiating between Editor and a board of 
Associate Editors 

• Associate Editors replace the LSA Committee 
on Publications 



Vol. 52 front matter, 1976 (pre-change) 



Vol. 53 front matter, 1977 (post-change) 



Modern Era 

• fixed term of seven years for the editor is 
established (post-Bright; deriving from 
Thomason’s insistence on it; now part of LSA 
Constitution) 

• creation of a Review Editor position (under 
Mark Aronoff, and continued under Joseph 
and Carlson) 



Vol. 75 front matter, 1999 (Review Editor) 



(Post-)Modern Era? 

• 2013: appointment of Executive Editor 
(Stanley Dubinsky) 

• shift in the role of Editor (Gregory Carlson) to 
overseeing all publications (electronic etc.) 

• But Bolling was Chairman of Committee on 
Publications, so things have come full circle, in 
a way. 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Language from the beginning  
 ‘LANGUAGE, the official organ of the LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF 

AMERICA, will appear quarterly, and will be sent to all members 
of the Society. Its size will be increased as rapidly as the 
finances of the Society warrant …  

 The second number of this journal, to appear in June, will 
contain  scholarly papers of more than usual general interest. 
Members are urged to submit to the Chairman of the 
Committee on Publications, Professor George Melville Bolling 
… the typewritten copy of articles on linguistic subjects, for 
consideration for the third and fourth issues.’ (Lg. 1.1.21, 1925) 



Contents of Vol. 1, 1925:  
articles, obituaries, books received, etc. 



First research article, Vol. 1, issue 2, 1925 



Book Reviews 
• ‘LANGUAGE plans to establish a department of reviews of works 

of linguistic nature, and invites publishers and authors to send 
their volumes for this purpose, to Professor George Melville 
Bolling, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. Naturally, the 
field must be limited to works bearing on language, not 
including those of a definitely literary character to the 
exclusion of the linguistic side.’ (Lg. 1.2.58-60, 1925) 

• ‘In the next number of LANGUAGE it is planned to begin the 
publication of book reviews. The editor will be pleased to hear 
from any member who wishes to share in this undertaking. 
Copies of the works listed under 'Books Received' can be 
furnished for the purpose.’ (Lg. 2.1.62, 1926) 

 



Contents of Vol. 2, 1926:  
Book reviews begin in issue 2 



First book review, Vol. 2, No. 2, 1926,  
by George Bolling 



Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 1-7 (1929),  
first article to appear with an abstract 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Other Language publications: Monographs 
 ‘At the Foundation Meeting, there was a difference of opinion 

as to the kind of publication that should be undertaken by the 
Society: whether it should be a journal with short articles, or 
longer monographs only. The situation has been met by doing 
both; for a series of monographs, with the title LANGUAGE 
MONOGRAPHS, has been started.’ (Kent’s report, 2nd annual LSA mtg, Lg. 
2.1, 1926) 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Monographs 
 ‘The series of monographs which the Society plans to issue, 

begins to approach reality. The monographs will be in general 
longer than is practicable for journal articles, and will appear 
separately, though several successive monographs will be 
numbered as successive parts of a volume. … In many 
instances, it is expected, a larger or smaller subvention will be 
secured from the author of the monograph or from his 
institution … in all instances the typescript of the monograph 
must be submitted to the Committee on Publications, who 
must approve it both for subject matter and for presentation 
before it can be entitled to appear in the series.’ (Lg. 1.2.58-60 , 
1925) 



One of the early monographs 
(and a typical example; most 
were single-authored works) 



Some monographs, 
however, were edited 
volumes, such as this. 



Table of contents of the 
Curme volume 
(Monograph 7, 1930). 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Monographs 
 No. 1: A technique for the experimental investigation 

of associative interference in artificial linguistic 
material. By Erwin Allen Esper. (November, 1925) 

 … 
 No. 27: Predication-typing: A pilot study in semantic 

analysis. By P. Garvin, J. Brewer, & M. Mathiot. 
(1967) (last to be published in this series) 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Other Language publications: Dissertations 
 ‘The Executive Committee would be pleased …  to see the 

establishment of a series of LANGUAGE DISSERTATIONS; and to 
authorize additional BULLETINS on suitable subjects.’ (Kent’s 
report, 3rd annual LSA mtg, Lg. 3.1, 1927) 



One of the early 
dissertations.  



PUBLICATIONS 

• Dissertations 
 ‘The Linguistic Society of America issues in this series 

dissertations which have been accepted for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at American Universities; provided that, 
in the opinion of the Society's representatives, the 
dissertations are upon linguistic topics. The Society does not 
pass upon the scholarly merit nor upon the validity of the 
theses propounded in the dissertations.’ 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Dissertations 
 No. 1: The Vedic declension of the type *vrkis, a contribution 

to the study of the feminine noun-declension in Indo-
European. By Ruth Norton Albright. (1927) 

 … 
 No. 57: Navaho syntax. By H. J. Landar.  (1963) (last to be 

published in this series)  
 
Both the monographs and the dissertations ended in the 1960s, 

a time of great expansion in the field and in the journal itself 
(page numbers per volume hits 900-1000 in this decade). 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Other Language publications: LSA Bulletin 
– originally a ‘Supplement to Language’, with No. 1 in 

1927(?), No. 2 in 1928, etc. 
– all LSA Proceedings, lists of members, etc. moved to 

Bulletin in 1936 
– last print one in 2005, electronic versions continued until 

summer 2009 
– replaced by e-mail LSA Update, 2010 



The earliest bulletins 
were specifically used 
for information about 
the Summer Institutes. 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Other Language publications: Index 
– usually as special numbers (every 5 years) 
– once as 4th issue of year (1935, Vols. 6-10) 
– now yearly in issue 4, updated online 21st. cent. 



The first index 



The first index: all of the early indices  were broken 
down into several sections. The searchability of modern 
digital versions makes less necessary. 



The most recent yearly index, 2013 (Vol. 89, No. 4) 



21st-century index, through 2013  
(now at 234 pages) 



PUBLICATIONS 

• Other Language publications: Special 
Publications  
– e.g. the William Dwight Whitney Series 
– Vedic Variants 
– supplemented by or joint publications with other 

institutions  





Other LSA Publications Now 

• eLanguage: conference proceedings 
• Book Notices 
• extended abstracts for annual meeting 
• Semantics and Pragmatics 
• http://www.linguisticsociety.org/lsa-publications 

http://www.linguisticsociety.org/lsa-publications


Language in 2013 

• new online-only sections 
• new open-access online article supplements 
• changes to editorial boards 
• now the ‘flagship’ but no longer the sole 

journal of the LSA 



Language front matter, 
2013: ‘A’ added; 
associate editors listed 
for new online-only 
sections 



Language in 2013 

• online-only journal sections allow for more 
content to be published 

• allow for more specificity in content (e.g. 
‘Teaching Linguistics’, ‘Historical Syntax’) 

• different types of content (e.g. ‘Perspectives’) 
 

 



Language in 2013 

• new open-access online article supplements 
• data hosting 
• further technical explanation 
• media  
• hosted on Project Muse 



‘Neurophysiological evidence for morpho-logical 
underspecification in German strong adjective 
inflection’, by Andreas Opitz, Stefanie Regel, Gereon 
Müller, & Angela D. Friederici, 89.2; Figure 2 

Example online supplements to Vol. 89, 2013 

‘Tonal alignment is contrastive in falling contours 
in Dinka’, by Bert Remijsen, 89.2 

89.4 



Change, but stability  
• ‘Why a Linguistic Society?’, by Leonard Bloomfield 
  
 ‘This position of linguistic science appears at the very outset 

in its  methods of observation. The work of directly observing 
and recording  human speech is much like the work of the 
ethnologist; indeed, in our country, where such field-work has 
been best done, it has been performed chiefly by the 
ethnologic-linguistic school. But, linguistics demands, to 
mention a difference, the recording of speech-movements or 
of the resultant sound-waves. For this purpose a kind of 
simplified physiology of speech has hitherto been used; as it is 
in many ways unsatisfactory, methods of mechanical 
observation, both physiologic and acoustic, are being 
developed.’  (Lg 1.1.1-2, 1925) 

 
 
 



‘Open access’ in early days 
• ‘But while the exchanges and the library subscriptions may 

serve in part to spread the knowledge of the Society's 
existence and activity, and to establish its position, it is 
desirable that our publications should be accessible to 
scholars as widely as is compatible with not closing the 
sources of revenue. … very few foreign scholars … are 
financially able to subscribe to our publications. … the 
Secretary-and-Treasurer has placed on the complimentary list 
of the Society, for a limited period of time, a considerable 
number of foreign scholars … asking them in return to give to 
the Society and to its publications such publicity as may 
conveniently be within their power. … These free copies, 
which cost little but the postage, should pay rich dividends to 
the Society in publicity and prestige.’ (Kent’s report, 2nd annual LSA 
mtg, Lg. 2.1, 1926) 

 
 



Change, but stability  

• Language (and the other publications of the 
LSA) continues to adapt to changes in the 
field, new possibilities, new needs, new 
opportunities. 

• The mission remains the same. 
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