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April 14, 2015 
 
Dear Members of the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions: 
 
In advance of today's committee meeting and discussion of the Every Child Achieves Act of 
2015, the Linguistic Society of America respectfully writes to you in favor of legislative 
amendments which support the preservation and revitalization of Native American languages. 
 
Fully half of the indigenous languages of the United States are in imminent danger of being lost 
to posterity, and more than ninety percent of these languages may face extinction by the end 
of this century. Preserving and revitalizing these languages is important in helping us to 
understand the phenomenon of language--how we learn to speak languages fluently, how our 
mind processes and produces language, and how language, as a uniquely human skill, works--
but, more importantly, saving these languages is critical for supporting their many speakers. 
 
Languages represent a key aspect of identity as a means for maintaining and transmitting 
culture and tradition to future generations. Preserving Native American languages is of vital 
importance in preserving the history and strength of the communities that speak them. 
Furthermore, providing educational opportunities to American Indian, Alaska Native, and 
Native Hawaiian children in their native languages provides them with demonstrated academic 
benefits. 
 
The Linguistic Society of America has previously supported efforts to encourage the teaching 
and revitalization of Native American languages through, for example, the Native Language 
Immersion Student Achievement Act, which received bipartisan support in the previous 
Congress. The LSA also supports ongoing efforts to give Native American students the 
opportunity to be academically assessed in their native language. We request that you vote in 
favor of any amendments to the ECAA which would provide support for Native American 
language education--and the communities and speakers across the United States which rely on 
these languages. 
 
We thank you for your assistance in these efforts, and welcome you to contact us with any 
questions or notes. 
 
Sincerely, 
- The Linguistic Society of America 


